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temporary only a few years after Botliwell's death/ CHAP.
and unless we explain the accusation as based on v^^^
some pressure exerted on those Hanseatic mer- 1567.
chants,2 it ought certainly to be regarded as having
had its origin in a misconception or in a too one-
sided "view of the matter. For it is well known
that, during the Scandinavian seven years' war then
being waged, the North Sea not less than the
Baltic swarmed with privateers, and those who
suffered from them were at all times ready to stamp
them as pirates. It will, for example, be remem-
bered how Christopher Walkendorff, a generation
later, in the same century, caused, at the demand of
Queen Elizabeth, the famous Magnus Heinesen to
be condemned and executed as a pirate for having
taken a London ship, although it was afterwards
proved to his satisfaction that he had done so by
authority from the Duke of Parma, Alexander
Farnese, then Spanish Governor of the Netherlands,

1  Mais les conjurez, voyans qu'il     had been captured, his assent to
ne se retiroit, mais qu'il se pour-     the   contract   which   he   entered
menoit de lieu a, autre sans faire     into regarding it, by a representa-
de'monstration de vouloir abandon-     tion of, " wie das mir inn Hittlandt
ner le royaume, semerent un bruit     ein  Herr  ausz   Schottlandt  mitt
qu'il faisait le corsaire et escumeur     etzlich hundertfc Mannen unvohr-
(le mer.    Adani Elackwood, Mar-     sehnlich   anges/enn,  der  alszbald
tyre de la Royne d'Escosse, Edin-     mein   Schiff  cirigenoimnen   denn
burgh 1587, according to the copy     fisch    vnnd    andere    wahre,    zu
in Jebb, De Vita et Rebus Gestis     meinem mercklich vnnd vnniiber-
Marice Scotorum Hcginm, ii. 227.     windtlich schadenn vnnd naeliteil,
The   author,   Adam   Blackwood,     an den strandb auszgeworfen vnnd
whose name occurs in the letters     mich dahin gedrungen line mein
of Mary, had received, through her     vnnd meiner Schiffsfrcimden Schiff
recommendation, an  appointment     entweder zu verkaufien oder abcr
in France, and was at this time     an die zwey Monatt lang zu ver-
meniber of the Superior Court of     hurenn zu willigen."    E-epresenta-
Justice in Poitiers.                            tion of Geert Hemelingk to the

Burgo-master and Counsellors of

2  One of them, Geert Hemelingk     Bremen, da,tcd the 3d of March,
of Bremen, subsequently explained,     preserved in the Privy Archives of
when he knew that "The Pelican1'     Denmark.